Rwanda
Preventive Controls, Import Screening, and Institutional Coordination under the Bamako Convention
Status under the Convention
Rwanda signed the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control of Transboundary Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes within Africa on January 29, 1991, and ratified it on June 24, 2003. Ratification commits Rwanda to prohibiting the import of hazardous and radioactive waste, regulating hazardous waste generated domestically, designating competent authorities and national focal points, and submitting verified information to the Convention Secretariat to support regional compliance monitoring and decision-making.
Official source: https://www.bamakoconvention.org/parties-to-the-convention/
National Context and Hazardous Waste Risk Profile
Rwanda is a densely populated, landlocked country with hazardous waste risks shaped by urban growth, healthcare expansion, agricultural intensification, and imports transiting regional corridors from ports in Tanzania and Kenya. Although Rwanda is not a major industrial producer, the country faces increasing volumes of medical waste, electronic waste, used oils, and chemical residues associated with economic transformation.
Key hazardous waste streams include:
· Healthcare and laboratory waste from hospitals and clinics
· Electronic waste, driven by rapid digitalisation and device turnover
· Obsolete pesticides and agrochemicals
· Used oils and batteries from transport and power generation
· Small-scale industrial chemical waste
As a transit-dependent economy, Rwanda must rely on robust import screening and effective coordination with neighbouring States to prevent the entry of illegal hazardous waste.
Institutional and Legal Framework
Environmental governance in Rwanda is led by the Rwanda Environment Management Authority (REMA) under the Ministry of Environment.
Official reference: https://rema.gov.rw/
Key legal and policy instruments include:
· The Law Governing Environment in Rwanda (Law No. 48/2018)
· National E-waste Management Policy
· Environmental Impact Assessment regulations
· Healthcare waste management guidelines
Customs and border agencies work closely with REMA to screen imports and enforce environmental controls.
Incidents, Policy Debates, and Governance Experience
Rwanda has not experienced a major international toxic dumping incident. Instead, its engagement under the Bamako Convention reflects preventive governance and early intervention:
· E-waste regulation and import controls: Between 2016 and 2022, Rwanda developed and implemented national e-waste management policies, including restrictions on imports of non-functional electronic equipment.
· Healthcare waste reforms: Following assessments conducted between 2017 and 2020, Rwanda strengthened guidelines for the segregation, transport, and treatment of hazardous medical waste.
· Border screening enhancements: Rwanda has invested in customs modernisation and risk-based inspections to identify controlled substances and hazardous materials entering the country.
These measures emphasise compliance and risk reduction rather than crisis response.
Alignment with Bamako Convention Obligations
Rwanda aligns with the Convention through:
· Legal prohibition of hazardous waste imports
· Environmental licensing and inspection systems
· Designation of environmental authorities and coordination mechanisms
However, the routine submission of national hazardous waste data and case studies to the Bamako Convention Secretariat remains limited, affecting regional information exchange.
Actions Taken and Opportunities for Strengthening
Actions taken include:
· Development of e-waste and healthcare waste policies
· Strengthening of import screening procedures
· Inter-agency coordination between the environment, customs, and health authorities
Further opportunities include:
· Formal publication and regular updating of the Bamako Convention National Focal Point
· Consolidation of hazardous waste data across ministries into a single reporting stream
· Submission of verified national summaries and case studies to the Convention Secretariat
· Participation in a regional information exchange platform to share preventive practices
What Other Countries Can Learn
Rwanda’s experience shows that:
· Preventive regulation is effective even in low-industrial contexts
· Strong import screening protects landlocked States
· Early policy development reduces long-term waste burdens
Contribution to the Bamako Convention’s Objectives
Through ratification and preventive hazardous waste controls, Rwanda contributes to the Bamako Convention’s objective of protecting Africa from hazardous and radioactive waste. Enhanced reporting and structured information exchange would further strengthen transparency and regional cooperation.

